Supplemental data at Neurology.org Teaching Video NeuroImages: Tongue fasciculations in spinal muscular atrophy Spinal muscular atrophy (SMA) is a heterogeneous, autosomal-recessive neuromuscular disorder affecting the lower motor neurons. It is characterized by loss of the anterior horn cells in the spinal cord and cranial nerves nuclei. 1 Patients present weakness and muscle wasting. Fasciculations are usually present, especially in the tongue (see video on the Neurology ® Web site at Neurology.org). Although not pathognomonic, tongue fasciculations in a young child are highly suggestive of SMA.
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